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Abstract 
 
The academic performance and motivation of African American male student-
athletes has received considerable attention in the higher education literature over 
the past two decades. One void in the commentary and research regarding African 
American male student-athletes is this group’s full expression of being students, 
particularly those who are academically driven. Moreover, much of the published 
research regarding the experiences of African American male student-athletes 
experiences at Division I universities has been from a deficit perspective—focusing 
primarily on the academic hardships, social challenges, and other maladjustments 
to the campus community. This study underscores the perceptions of African 
American male student-athletes who have excelled both scholastically and 
athletically at highly selective Division I universities student-athletes. 
 
Qualitative research methods were used to explore the 27 African American male 
student-athletes’ experiences at four large, academically prestigious institutions in 
the West: Stanford University, University of California at Berkeley, University of 
California at Los Angles, and the University of Southern California. Face-to-face, 
semi structured interviews were conducted with each of the 27 participants. 
 
The findings of this study could be used to inform the work of faculty, academic 
advisors, and student affairs professionals at a variety of institutions. Above all, this 
study provides much needed insight into the experiences of academically successful 
undergraduate African American male student-athletes.      
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